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This book focuses primarily on changes

that have taken place in the Malinau area

in East Kalimantan in recent years. The

Punan Malinau, who inhabit the area, are

former nomads who subsist on a wide

range of forest-oriented activities,

including swidden agriculture, hunting and

the collection of and trade in forest

products. During the past ten years, the

arrival of a growing number of powerful

outsiders, including NGO’s, timber and

mining companies, has contributed to

increasing competition for land and for

various new sources of income. In the

context of recent changes, local historical

knowledge has become an increasingly

important political asset. Such knowledge

provides one way for local people to

strengthen the legitimacy of their claims

to land and forests.
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Born in Kalun Tubu. Met  the Merap chief,  Alang Ncau, 

and joined with him to the Malinau watershed. Impang 

Jalee died and was buried at Belatik mountain, located 

at the headwaters of the Afang and Kukan river, tributa-

ries of the Hong River.

At the time of Adau Impang, the Merap were living at 

Aking Paha, upstream from Nkah Limpak, just across 

the river from the mouth of the Mekayan River. Paha is 

the name of the mountain.

Irang Urong died and was buried at Balau River, 

upstream from Long Keramu. At this time the Merap 

were living at Tabau Baung.

Impang Jalee

Adau Impang

Urong Adau

Irang Urong

Amu’ Irang

Kelit Amu’

Adau ImpangUsat Kelit

Ncau Usat

Amu’ Irang died at Mekuling River, tributary of 

the Hong River.

Kelit Amu’ moved to Metut and was also buried there.

Ncau Usat is living in Long Uli today.
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M'bui
(Seliban, Hong)

Abak
(Hangrat)

Atuu'i Ncau
(Ngurik from Kalun)

Ubang M'bui
(Hong)

Ncau Ubang 

Ilah Ncau
(Bila' Bekayuk)

Ayom Ilah
(Bila' Bekayuk)

Tangga' Ape'
(Bila' Bekayuk)

Bare' Tangga'
(Bila' Bekayuk)
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This book focuses primarily on changes

that have taken place in the Malinau area

in East Kalimantan in recent years. The

Punan Malinau, who inhabit the area, are

former nomads who subsist on a wide

range of forest-oriented activities,

including swidden agriculture, hunting and

the collection of and trade in forest

products. During the past ten years, the

arrival of a growing number of powerful

outsiders, including NGO’s, timber and

mining companies, has contributed to

increasing competition for land and for

various new sources of income. In the

context of recent changes, local historical

knowledge has become an increasingly

important political asset. Such knowledge

provides one way for local people to

strengthen the legitimacy of their claims

to land and forests.
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