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Dackground

The steady growth of fisheries in Senegal underscores
the importance of the sector for both the national economy
and food security. Yet, it has been constrained by a number
of difficulties which include the dwindling of fisheries stocks,
loss of key habitats, coastal pollution and continued over-
exploitation.
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It is against this backdrop that fishers and their families are
actively seeking to improve fisheries management and seek
new ways to expand economically, and promote economic
diversification, WWF has established cooperative credit
unions in Cayar and Popenguine to reduce pressure on
fisheries resources, promote economic diversification and
encourage alternative environmentally-friendly activities.

objective

Help actors in Cayar and Popenguine articulate conservation
strategies and activities linked to effective and sustainable
poverty reduction.

achievements

The following results have been achieved:
Activities of the Cayar credit union started in 2005.
Those of Popenguine began in 2006.

Cayar

Between 2005 and 2006, membership rose from 528
to 721 members.

Activities funded include:

e Fishing

e Trading

* Market gardening

e Fish wholesale trading

e Fish processing

Popenguine

In 2007, membership rose from 394 (in 2006)

to 500 members. The credit union financed the following

activities:

® Producing souvenirs made out of recycled newspapers
and wrappings

e Agriculture

e Fisheries

e Fish processing

The increase in membership is indicative of the increased
level of trust placed in these micro-finance schemes.




