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Key messages   

The COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated just how fragile countries and global systems are to 

major shocks. Critical actions need to be taken to reduce risk and build resilience against future 

global health crises, and to ensure the long-term protection of human health and prosperity. 

Human health is intimately interconnected with the health of our planet and how we manage the 

life-sustaining resources which biodiversity and ecosystems provide. To reduce the chance of 

future diseases passing from animals to humans, and putting human well-being and livelihoods 

at risk, we must urgently transform our relationship with our natural environment. Climate change 

and nature loss both pose serious threats to our future, and they need to be met with the 

necessary response.  

WWF calls on member states to: 

1. Announce and implement ambitious and continuous actions, in particular on the 

environment-related SDG targets with a 2020 timeline, commit to continue reporting 

on these targets beyond 2020 and agree on a process for the updating of these targets; 

2. Send a strong collective political signal from Heads of States and Governments to 

the world and take urgent action to address the planetary emergency (nature loss, 

climate change, health and food crises and the negative impact of production and 

consumption) at the UN Summit on Biodiversity at level of Heads of State and 

Government in September 2020; 

3. Ensure that all COVID-19 crisis policy responses and medium and long-term 

economic stimulus packages are aligned with the SDGs and purposefully geared 

towards activities that prepare Member States for long term shared prosperity and 

sustainability. They must be also aligned with global goals for climate action and reversing 

biodiversity loss;  

4. Commit to supporting the adoption of a bold and ambitious post-2020 global 

biodiversity framework, with strong and transparent implementation and accountability 

mechanisms, at the 15th meeting of Conference of Parties to the Convention on Biological 

Diversity (CBD COP15) and to ensure alignment between this framework and the 

environmental SDGs, in order to accelerate progress on the 2030 Agenda; 

5. Un-tap the potential of nature-based solutions to enhance Nationally determined 

contributions (NDCs) and ratchet up climate ambition in order to stay below 1.5C.  
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Thematic reviews 

Advancing human well-being: SDG 1, SDG 4, SDG 6, SDG 16 and SDG 17 

The COVID-19 outbreak is having a devastating toll on lives and health of people across the 

world, especially on the most vulnerable. More than three quarters of the human diseases that 

are new, emerging or re-emerging at the beginning of the 21st century are caused by pathogens 

originating from animals or from products of animal origin, including wild animals.1 Yet wildlife 

are an integral part of our complex web of life, which provides the natural systems we depend on 

for essentials like water, clean air, fertile soils and a stable climate. It gives us food, medicines 

and materials, and supports millions of jobs.  

To reduce the risk of future diseases passing from animals to humans and possible resulting 

epidemics and pandemics putting human well-being, livelihoods and economies at risk, we must 

urgently transform our relationship with nature. Governments worldwide must take action to 

eliminate illegal and unregulated markets, as well as other high-risk markets that have transport 

or people linkages to population centres, particularly where high numbers of animals - domestic 

and wild, dead and alive - are sold in close proximity. They must also urgently scale up efforts to 

combat wildlife trafficking.  

Habitat loss and degradation, illegal and unsustainable wildlife trade and, increasingly, indirect 

drivers such as greenhouse gas emissions, infrastructure development, unsustainable and 

intensive methods of food production, and unsustainable consumption all threaten ecosystems 

and wildlife and therefore, people’s own health and well-being. Urgent action to halt and reverse 

nature loss, in tandem with a rapid transition to a world where increases in temperature are 

stabilised to 1.5°C, will bring strong co-benefits in terms of prosperity, health, security and 

economy for all. 

Ending hunger and achieving food security for all: SDG 2, SDG 3, SDG 14 and SDG 17 

Providing support and incentives for sustainable agriculture will help protect the livelihoods of 

smallholder producers. Policies should aim to reduce significantly the use of chemical pesticides 

and fertilisers and promote agro-ecological practices. They should also maintain genetic diversity 

of seeds, cultivated plants, farmed and domesticated animals and their related wild species, 

including through soundly managed and diversified seed and plant banks at national, regional 

and international levels. Farming and fisheries subsidies must be reformed to incentivise positive 

practices which restore land, oceans and nature, rather than degrade it.  

Countries need to ensure transparent and sustainable value chains in order to stop the 

conversion of forests, wetlands, grasslands and savannahs and other critical ecosystems for 

production of agricultural commodities. The uptake of sustainable diets can also be increased by 

including environmental and climate change impact considerations into food-based dietary 

guidelines, and strengthening related information on food choices that do not have a negative 

impact on nature, climate and human health.2 

Protecting the planet and building resilience: SDG 12, SDG 13, SDG 14, SDG 15 and SDG 17 

Nature-based solutions (NBS) should be deployed to address a number of societal challenges, 

and they have emerged as essential tools to both adapt to and mitigate climate change, support 

better provisions of ecosystem services such as clean water, air and productive land, reverse 

biodiversity loss and manage public health risks at the human-animal-environment interface.3 

Member States should set ambitious, measurable and time-bound numeric targets for the use of 

NBS in their NDCs (e.g. hectares of ecosystems utilized, CO2 sequestered and/or number of 

                                                           
1 Report of the WHO/FAO/OIE joint consultation on emerging zoonotic diseases 2004. 
2 More information can be found at https://wwf.panda.org/our_work/food/. 
3 PP12 of A/Res/74/240 (available as A/C.2/74/L.2/Rev.1). 

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/68899/WHO_CDS_CPE_ZFK_2004.9.pdf?sequence=1
https://wwf.panda.org/our_work/food/
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people benefiting from increased resilience). It is also important to ensure adherence to social 

and environmental safeguards and include community participation and consultation in the 

development and management of nature-based solutions.4 

Protecting the planet requires addressing the indirect as well as direct drivers of biodiversity loss. 

In addition to protecting ecosystems and species, Member States must ensure that public and 

private investment and activity within productive sectors do not undermine biodiversity. This 

includes the food and agriculture; fisheries; forestry; infrastructure; resource use and waste 

management and mining/extractives sectors. Sectoral action plans should be designed and 

implemented for each of these sectors to transition them away from inefficient and 

environmentally destructive production methods towards more sustainable practices in line with 

the circular economy. Demand side measures need to be taken in order to ban import of 

commodities into markets for which ecosystems have been converted or degraded and human 

rights violated. Policies and regulation to address unsustainable production and consumption in 

both producer and consumer countries are needed. 

Ensuring access to sustainable energy: SDG 7, SDG 12 and SDG 17 

In order to ensure access to sustainable energy for all, governments must reduce fossil fuel 

subsidies and set a goal of net zero emissions by 2050 at the latest. Energy sector roadmaps 

need to be developed and implemented to decarbonise the energy supply and transition to low 

carbon alternatives such as solar and wind. Dramatically reducing energy demand through 

increasing the efficiency of buildings, consumer goods and transport can also contribute to 

delivering a 1.5°C climate while supporting global health, education, poverty, employment and 

food security goals. Member States must ensure climate policies are fair - protecting vulnerable 

communities without violating planetary boundaries.5 

Sharing economic benefits: SDG 5, SDG 7, SDG 8, SDG 10 and SDG 17 

Reducing inequality and decoupling economic growth from environmental degradation requires 

transformative changes across economic, social, political and technological sectors and in trade. 

This includes redirecting existing public and private finance flows from ‘brown to green’ 

investments, incentivized by appropriate fiscal policies and development strategies. Thus it is 

crucial to stop investment in unsustainable development, energy sources, land-use practices and 

production patterns, and instead redirect this capital to support and encourage more equitable 

and sustainable patterns of development, production and consumption, which will unlock the 

higher levels of finance needed to achieve the SDGs. Member States must ensure that all 

COVID-19 crisis policy responses and medium and long-term economic stimulus packages 

address the root cause of the pandemic, promote activities that prepare Member States for long 

term shared prosperity, and are aligned with global climate action and reversing nature loss. 

Energy efficiency, nature conservation, clean energy options, and the sustainability of transport 

are win-win areas for stimulus investments. Action taken must not exacerbate inequalities within 

or between Member States and should aim to leave no one behind. 

Bolstering local action to accelerate implementation: SDG 9, SDG 11, and SDG 17 

Cities need to be recognized as central actors in a climate-resilient and equitable future where 

people live in harmony with nature. They must have adequate resources and capacity and be 

integrated into national and international planning and policy, which empowers them to not only 

act, but to innovate and lead towards a 100% renewable, equitable and sustainable future.   

Making infrastructure sustainable (SDG 9) includes projects that: 

                                                           
4 Please see https://www.worldwildlife.org/publications/enhancing-ndcs-through-nature-based-solutions. 
5 More detail can be found at http://www.exponentialroadmap.org/. 

https://www.worldwildlife.org/publications/enhancing-ndcs-through-nature-based-solutions
http://www.exponentialroadmap.org/
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 Reduce the environmental impact of urban infrastructure, such as energy efficiency and 

renewable energy projects, 

 Support the integration of nature-based assets into urban planning and development,  

 Improve the climate resilience of urban areas by improving the ability of infrastructure to 

cope with the consequences of climate change, and  

 Help to protect biodiversity and ecosystem services.  

Financing for sustainable infrastructure is a considerable and an urgent challenge, which does 

not only depend on the availability of finance but also on the extent to which lending and 

investment strategies underpinning infrastructure financing integrate sustainability.6 

Background 

Nature is essential for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. However, ... 

current negative trends in biodiversity and ecosystems will undermine progress 

towards 80 per cent of the assessed targets of Goals related to poverty, hunger, 

health, water, cities, climate, oceans and land (SDGs 1, 2, 3, 6, 11, 13, 14, and 15). 

IPBES, 2019 

 

Climate-related risks to health, livelihoods, food security, water supply, human 

security, and economic growth are projected to increase with global warming of 1.5°C 

and increase further with 2°C.  IPCC, 2018.  With current emission trajectories the Planet 

is currently on a pathway to 3.5 degrees warming 

 

“a new relationship between people and nature is needed as climate change and 

biodiversity loss threatens progress”.  PR for Global Sustainable Development Report, 

UNDESA, 2019 

Biodiversity loss and climate change are threatening human existence in general and especially 

vulnerable populations with respect to the achievement of the 2030 Agenda. Our climate is heating 

up and fires are devastating our livelihoods. Natural disasters are increasing. We are losing nature, 

our survival system, at an unprecedented rate towards a sixth mass extinction. In 2020, we have 

experienced a global pandemic resulting in a global recession, costing countless lives and 

impacting the health, well-being and livelihoods of millions. We must act now as a society, and 

governments have an opportunity to rebuild a shared future for all life on earth.  

In the coming months, world leaders will take critical decisions on nature, climate and sustainable 

development. Whether these run on schedule or are delayed to allow enough time to prepare well, 

they represent a momentous opportunity to rebalance our relationship with nature. These decisions 

must live up to the ambition set by science and result in the action and transformation needed to 

secure prosperity for all, stabilise the climate and restore nature loss.  

Nature is critical to achieving the 2030 Agenda 

Nature is the lifeline for people, providing countless goods and services that underpin the health of 

our society and economy (see Figure 1). Yet several recent reports789 have raised an alarm for our 

                                                           
6 For more information please see http://www.panda.org/cities. 
7 Special edition: progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals, Report of the Secretary-General, United 
Nations Economic and Social Council, document E/2019/68. 
8 The Future is Now: Science for Achieving Sustainable Development, is the first Global Sustainable Development 
Report prepared by the Independent Group of Scientists appointed by the United Nations Secretary-General. 
9 Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, 2019 (including the IPBES global assessment 
2019, the UN SG’s report on the progress of the SDGs, the Global Sustainable Development Report. 

http://www.panda.org/cities
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/report/2019/secretary-general-sdg-report-2019--EN.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/24797GSDR_report_2019.pdf
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world, highlighting the impact of climate change, land use changes, overexploitation and pollution 

to the health and stability of key natural ecosystems and people. Climate change and nature loss 

are two interconnected sides of today’s ecological crisis undermining a safe, prosperous and 

healthy future for our society, as highlighted by these assessments. 

 

Figure 1: Benefits from Nature - Living Planet Report 2018 

 

The continuing decline of our environment is undermining our ability to achieve the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), bringing major negative impacts and risks for people everywhere. The 

2019 IPBES Global Assessment provides evidence that the current negative trends in biodiversity 

and ecosystems will undermine progress towards 80% of assessed SDG targets relating to poverty, 

hunger, health, water, cities, climate, oceans and land.  

The 2020 WEF Global Risks Report10 notes that the top risks to society and economy are all related 

to the degradation of our environment, including extreme weather, climate action failure, natural 

disasters, biodiversity loss, human-made environmental disasters and water crises. It is clear that 

our economic activities have put immense pressure on natural ecosystems as evident from pollution 

rise, species decline and land degradation. 

Accelerated and transformational action on nature required in Decade of Delivery 

The year ahead provides an unmissable opportunity, where political leaders will take a series of 

global decisions on climate, biodiversity, oceans and sustainable development that will set the 

direction of our planet and society’s future for generations to come. These decisions and 

subsequent actions must live up to the ambition set by science, and result in transformation needed 

to stabilise the climate, restore nature loss and set humanity on a path to sustainable development.  

Without scaling up our collective efforts, the world will fail to deliver on the transformational 2030 

Agenda (see Figure 2). 

 

                                                           
10 World Economic Forum Global Risks Report 2020. 

https://c402277.ssl.cf1.rackcdn.com/publications/1187/files/original/LPR2018_Full_Report_Spreads.pdf
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Global_Risk_Report_2020.pdf
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Figure 2: Achieving more equitable and balanced development within the political space of the 2030 Agenda is 

possible only by engaging with the systems that connect people and nature to their guiding goals - Global 

Sustainable Development Report 2019 

 

These decisions must include: 

1. Translating into action the 2019 commitment by Heads of States and Governments11 

to ensure ambitious and continuous action on the targets of the Sustainable 

Development Goals with a 2020 timeline at the Second UN Oceans Conference, at 2020 

HLPF and at the UN Summit on Biodiversity as well as committing to continue reporting 

on the targets of the Sustainable Development Goals with a 2020 timeline in the HLPF 

2020 ministerial declaration; 

2. A strong political signal committing to and taking urgent action to address the 

planetary emergency of global inter-related challenges of nature loss, climate change, 

health and food crises and negative impact of production and consumption at the UN 

Summit on Biodiversity at the level of Heads of States and Governments in 

September 2020;Ensuring that all COVID-19 crisis policy responses and medium and 

long-term economic stimulus packages are aligned with the SDGs and purposefully 

geared towards activities that prepare Member States for long term shared prosperity and 

sustainability. They must be also aligned with global goals for climate action and reversing 

biodiversity loss;  

3. A bold and transformative post-2020 global biodiversity framework with strong and 

transparent implementation and accountability mechanisms agreed at CBD COP15, and to 

ensure alignment between this framework and the environmental SDGs, in order to 

accelerate progress on the 2030 Agenda; and 

4. Un-tapping the potential of nature-based solutions to enhance Nationally determined 

contributions (NDCs) and ratchet up climate ambition in order to stay below 1.5C. 

                                                           
11 “Gearing up for a decade of action and delivery for sustainable development” at the High-level Political Forum (HLPF) 
on Sustainable Development under the auspices of the General Assembly on Accelerating the implementation of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its endorsement by the General Assembly on Tuesday, 15 October 2019 
(OP4 of A/HLPF/2019/L.1). 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/24797GSDR_report_2019.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/24797GSDR_report_2019.pdf
https://undocs.org/en/A/HLPF/2019/l.1
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The Sustainable Development Goals targets with a 2020 timeline  

There are 12 SDG targets that reflect elements of the Aichi Biodiversity targets, agreed under the 

UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and that will end in 2020. In 2020, Parties to the CBD 

started the process to agree a new framework for the period 2021-2030. Progress towards 

achieving these SDG targets is off-track and they will most likely not be achieved by 2020 (see 

Annexes). A clear process is required to continue the targets after 2020 as a crucial step to maintain 

the integrity of the SDGs and secure the achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. 

Latest progress on action to address the 2020 environment targets  

WWF welcomes the adoption of the political declaration,12 “Gearing up for a decade of action and 

delivery for sustainable development” endorsed by the General Assembly on Tuesday, 15 October 

2019. Member states committed to “launching an ambitious and accelerated response to reach our 

common vision by 2030, and pledging to make the coming decade one of action and delivery” and 

“to maintain the integrity of the 2030 Agenda, including by ensuring ambitious and continuous action 

on the targets of the SDGs with a 2020 timeline”.  

WWF urges Member States to:  

● Translate this commitment into actions to accelerate and scale up implementation of 

targets with a 2020 timeline, and announce these at HLPF 2020;  

● Commit to continue reporting on the targets of the SDGs with a 2020 timeline beyond 

2020 in the HLPF 2020 ministerial declaration as a temporary measure to prevent a time 

gap; and  

● Agree on a process for updating the SDG targets with a 2020 and 2025 timeline, 

ensuring alignment with the Global Biodiversity Framework once adopted by parties.  

Options for a process to update the 2020 environment targets 

WWF recommends member states consider the following options for a process for updating the 

SDG targets with a 2020 timeline, including the consideration of the roles of relevant UN 

intergovernmental forums and bodies in such a process: 

Option 1 

A resolution of the second committee or the General Assembly in the 75th session of the 

assembly, focusing on issues related to the 2030 Agenda, to agree a process to ensure 

continuity of ALL targets with a 2020 or 2025 timeline for adoption by the General Assembly in 

early 2020. 

Option 2  

The High Level Political Forum, through the HLPF review process, to agree on concrete steps to 

maintain the agreed mandate of the HLPF mechanism and protect the integrity of the 2030 

agenda. The decisions on action can be contained in the Ministerial Declaration of the HLPF. 

Consideration of these two options should note the following:  

1. The SDG targets with a 2020 or 2025 timeline need to be continued to maintain the integrity 

of the 2030 Agenda, with a set of these adapted from the 2011-2020 global biodiversity 

framework (Aichi Targets) under the Convention on Biological Diversity. Member states 

                                                           
12 “Gearing up for a decade of action and delivery for sustainable development” at the High-level Political Forum (HLPF) 
on Sustainable Development under the auspices of the General Assembly on Accelerating the implementation of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its endorsement by the General Assembly on Tuesday, 15 October 
2019. (OP4 of A/HLPF/2019/L.1). 

https://undocs.org/en/A/HLPF/2019/l.1
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have committed to ensuring ambitious and continuous action on the SDG targets with a 

2020 timeline; 

2. Member states have commenced a process to develop a global biodiversity framework for 

the period 2021 – 2030; 

3. Scientific evidence shows that we are not on track to meet the majority of the environmental 

SDG targets with a timeline of 2020 by 2020; 

4. The High Level Political Forum’s mandate includes: promoting system-wide coherence and 

coordination of sustainable development policies; ensuring that the 2030 Agenda remains 

relevant and ambitious and contributes to the enhanced integration of the three dimensions 

of sustainable development; and taking into account the contributions and work of relevant 

United Nations intergovernmental bodies. 

Annex 2 outlines previous decisions made by Member States, which are relevant to each of these 

points.  

 

 

____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Claire Blanchard, Head of Global Advocacy, WWF International: cblanchard@wwfint.org 

  

mailto:cblanchard@wwfint.org
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Annex 1: Progress of the 2020 end-date SDG targets 
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Annex 2: Global progress on the 12 SDG biodiversity targets with a 2020 deadline 

1) SDG 2.5  NOT ON TRACK, UNLIKELY TO BE MET13: by 2020 maintain genetic diversity 

of seeds, cultivated plants, farmed and domesticated animals and their related wild species, 

including through soundly managed and diversified seed and plant banks at national, 

regional and international levels, and ensure access to and fair and equitable sharing of 

benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources and associated traditional 

knowledge as internationally agreed.   

2) SDG 6.6 INSUFFICIENT DATA, FROM AVAILABLE DATA UNLIKELY TO BE MET14: by 

2020, protect and restore water-related ecosystems, including mountains, forests, wetlands, 

rivers, aquifers and lakes.  

3) SDG 12.4 – INSUFFICIENT DATA, FROM AVAILABLE DATA UNLIKELY TO BE MET:15 

by 2020, achieve environmentally sound management of chemicals and all wastes 

throughout their life cycle, in accordance with agreed international frameworks, and 

significantly reduce their release to air, water and soil to minimize their adverse impacts on 

human health and the environment.  

4) SDG 14.2 – NOT ON TRACK, UNLIKELY TO BE MET16: by 2020, sustainably manage and 

protect marine and coastal ecosystems to avoid significant adverse impacts, including by 

strengthening their resilience, and take action for their restoration in order to achieve healthy 

and productive oceans. 

5) SDG 14.4 – NEGATIVE TREND, UNLIKELY TO BE MET17: by 2020, effectively regulate 

harvesting, and end overfishing, illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing and 

destructive fishing practices and implement science-based management plans, in order to 

restore fish stocks in the shortest time feasible, at least to levels that can produce maximum 

sustainable yield as determined by their biological characteristics.  

6) SDG 14.5 – ON TRACK, BUT MORE AMBITION NEEDED18: by 2020, conserve at least 

10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, consistent with national and international law and 

based on best available scientific information.  

7) SDG 14.6 – NOT ON TRACK, UNLIKELY TO BE MET19: by 2020, prohibit certain forms of 

fisheries subsidies which contribute to overcapacity and overfishing, and eliminate subsidies 

that contribute to IUU fishing, and refrain from introducing new such subsidies, recognizing 

that appropriate and effective special and differential treatment for developing and least 

developed countries should be an integral part of the WTO fisheries subsidies negotiation.  

8) SDG 15.1 – NEGATIVE TREND, UNLIKELY TO BE MET20: by 2020, ensure conservation, 

restoration and sustainable use of terrestrial and inland freshwater ecosystems and their 

services, in particular forests, wetlands, mountains and drylands, in line with obligations 

under international agreements.  

                                                           
13 Source: FAO (2019) http://www.fao.org/sdg-progress-report/en/#sdg-2 
14 Source: UNEP (2019 :55) 
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/27627/MeaProg2019.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y 
15 Source UNEP (2019:76): as above 
16 Source: UN SDG Progress Report (2019) 
17 Source: FAO (2019)- http://www.fao.org/sdg-progress-report/en/#sdg-14 
18 Source UN SDG Progress Report (2019) and WWF: According to the 2019 UN SDG Progress Report, as of December 2018, 17 per 
cent of waters under national jurisdiction were covered by protected areas. This percentage figure is achieved in territorial waters 
but progress varies in other water ecosystems. The High Seas protected area coverage, for example, is at 1.2%. 
19 Source: FAO (2019)- http://www.fao.org/sdg-progress-report/en/#sdg-14 
20 Source: UN SDG Progress Report, FAO (2019)- http://www.fao.org/sdg-progress-report/en/#sdg-15 

http://www.fao.org/sdg-progress-report/en/#sdg-15
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9) SDG 15.2 – NOT ON TRACK, UNLIKELY TO BE MET21:by 2020, promote the 

implementation of sustainable management of all types of forests, halt deforestation, restore 

degraded forests and substantially increase afforestation and reforestation globally. 

10) SDG 15.5 – NEGATIVE TREND, UNLIKELY TO BE MET22: take urgent and significant 

action to reduce degradation of natural habitats, halt the loss of biodiversity and, by 2020, 

protect and prevent the extinction of threatened species.  

11) SDG 15.8 – UNKNOWN, NO DATA AVAILABLE23: by 2020, introduce measures to prevent 

the introduction and significantly reduce the impact of invasive alien species on land and 

water ecosystems and control or eradicate the priority species.  

12) SDG 15.9 – UNKNOWN, NO INDICATOR ESTABLISHED: by 2020, integrate ecosystems 

and biodiversity values into national and local planning, development processes, poverty 

reduction strategies and accounts.  

  

                                                           
21 Source: FAO (2019) - http://www.fao.org/sdg-progress-report/en/#sdg-15. 
22 Source: UN Stats SDG Progress Report (2019) - https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2019/goal-15/. 
23 Source: UNEP (2019:97) ibid. 

http://www.fao.org/sdg-progress-report/en/#sdg-15
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2019/goal-15/
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Annex 3: Previous decisions made by Member States relevant to deciding on a process to 

update the 2020 environmental targets: 

The SDG targets with a 2020 or 2025 timeline need to be continued to maintain the integrity of the 

2030 Agenda, with a set of these adapted from the 2011-2020 global biodiversity framework (Aichi 

Targets) under the Convention on Biological Diversity. Member states have committed to ensuring 

ambitious and continuous action on the SDG targets with a 2020 timeline: 

● Recalling A/RES/74/4 (OP4) We will maintain the integrity of the 2030 Agenda, including 

by ensuring ambitious and continuous action on the targets of the Sustainable 

Development Goals with a 2020 timeline.  

 

Member states have commenced a process to develop a global biodiversity framework for the 

period 2021 – 2030: 

● Recalling A/RES/74/221 (OP2) recognizes that a post-2020 global biodiversity 

framework to be adopted is intended to contribute to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development 34 and is expected to place the global community on a path towards 

realizing the 2050 Vision for Biodiversity; 

 

Scientific evidence shows that we are not on track to meet the majority of the environmental SDG 

targets with a timeline of 2020 by 2020 (see Annex 3): 

● Recalling A/RES/74/4 (OP19) We take note with appreciation of the Secretary-

General’s progress report on the Sustainable Development Goals and the Global 

Sustainable Development Report, including the identified entry points for transformation 

and transformative levers for realizing the 2030 Agenda. We acknowledge the potential 

of a systemic and holistic approach, taking into account interlinkages between Goals 

and targets. 

● Recalling A/RES/74/221 (OP37) and noting with concern the findings of the 

Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, 

and stresses the urgent need to halt the global decline of biodiversity, which is 

unprecedented in human history, including its main indirect and direct drivers, in 

particular changes in land and sea use, direct exploitation of organisms, climate 

change, pollution and invasion of alien species; 

 

The mandate of the High Level Political Forum: 

● Recalling A/RES/70/1 (OP82) The high-level political forum will have a central role in 

overseeing a network of follow-up and review processes at the global level, working 

coherently with the General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council and other 

relevant organs and forums, in accordance with existing mandates. It will facilitate 

sharing of experiences, including successes, challenges and lessons learned, and 

provide political leadership, guidance and recommendations for follow-up. It will 

promote system-wide coherence and coordination of sustainable development 

policies. It should ensure that the Agenda remains relevant and ambitious and 

should focus on the assessment of progress, achievements and challenges faced by 

developed and developing countries as well as new and emerging issues. Effective 

linkages will be made with the follow-up and review arrangements of all relevant United 

Nations conferences and processes, including on least developed countries, small 

island developing States and landlocked developing countries.  

● Recalling A/RES/67/290 (OP19) which outlines the format and organisational aspect of 

the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development and states that ‘the forum 

shall contribute to the enhanced integration of the three dimensions of 

sustainable development in a holistic and cross-sectoral manner at all levels, and 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N19/318/21/pdf/N1931821.pdf?OpenElement
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/221
https://undocs.org/A/RES/74/4
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/221
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N15/291/89/PDF/N1529189.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N12/496/00/pdf/N1249600.pdf?OpenElement
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in this regard invites the forum to take into account the contributions and work of 

relevant United Nations intergovernmental bodies in the social, economic and 

environmental fields. 


