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Policy Review
We conducted a policy review to consider both explicit policies - those that are formulated with the intention to ad-
dress tourism, coastal/marine health and/or climate change adaptation; and implicit - those that were formulated to
address other issues but are relevant in that they influence vulnerability to climate change impacts or ecosystem
health. A total of 39 documents were analysed; 24 public policies, strategies and plans, and 15 relevant laws (Acts,
Legislations and Regulations. Of these, only 7 effectively accounted for climate changes and related  impacts.
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Potential Effects of Climate Change on Belize’s Tourism Sector :

Exposure indicators to climate change were mapped usmg the foll i g four critical climate effects on touri
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Figure 2: Exposure to thermal stress from Figure 3: Reef sensitivity to sea surface warming
2006 — 2010 (Source: CATIE/TNC, 2012) from 2000 - 2009 (Source: CATIE/TNC, 2012)

The level of exposure to thermal stress in the study area from 2006 to 2010 was mapped as seen in Figure 2. Bleaching
occurred mainly in northern Ambergris Caye, South Belize City, Turneffe Atoll Marine Reserve, South Central Region and
Southern Region during this period. Various areas are also undergoing thermal stress, demonstrating the need for a monitoring
system in the coastal zone to identify bleaching and the capacity of coral reefs to recover.

Current and future thermal stress was overlapped with coral reefs as seen in Figure 3. Results indicate that under a 2090-2099
thermal stress shows that the coral reef will be exposed and suffering a very high thermal stress, with a high impact. Thus, coral
mortality from climate change may reduce the appeal of visitors that would like to participate in underwater recreational
activities.



Determining tourism industry vulnerability to chmate change 7,
A welghted arithmetic aggregatlon was used to determine the potent ‘if,
tor using the followmg formula: T~ ,,”m*%
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The highest potential impact to the tourismjareas will be Mhe popular destmatwr{ of Ambergris Caye, ’Central Region, South
Central Region and Southern Region (Figure 4). Hence, there is a need to prioritize these aréas for adaptation interventions.
Less vulnerable hotspots for chrgate compatible tourism development were identified as seen inl Figure 5. This assesstent
also illustrates areas that may beprioritized for future research intd'their potential for clﬁnate compatible tourism develop-
ment. These include; Northem Reglon Caye Caulker and South|Northern Region. N& i g
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Policy Recommendations: i"‘
urgently required'to help bolster the country’s ability to adequately address
aotion that will minimize the impagts: o
nNattonal Sustamable Tourism Master Plan revise to integrate green chmate adaptation options to help deal with cur- »
\t .and future disaster risk reduction (DRR) and climate risk factors within the tourism development landscape.
\' aastal Zone Management (CZM) chy 7jensure that the C7ZM Act is effectively revised to grant greater protection to Behze S
<\
coastal habitats, including those beyond&h/e, hi ik, and that it is “climate-smart’ tos sufﬁc1ently address risks and
wilnerabilities posed by a changing chmate,,' Vlsed m JAct will also grant greater strength,to the implementation ofthel
Belize Integrated Coastal Zone Management e / 9. ?‘ " '
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e Environmental Impact Assessm.ent (EIA) Reguiatmns Z}&nsure that thie BIA Regulations, mcludmg g§soc1atad develop-
ment checklist, fully call for the accdlnting*6f the vallie of*pafure in combating risks and vulnerability related to climate .
change effects . h )

e  Mangrove Regulations - revise/update the mangrove regulb‘qon of grant greater protection to fnangr‘&‘

the critical goods and services provided by these ecosystems/iit bﬁffermg against climate impacts; chrgate sm

tion. !- ﬁ

e Horizon 2030 Development Plan - need to clearly account for thi nﬂuen e (negative or positive) ofiCHTNGE

our environmental, social, and economic sectors. Belize's main economies agiature-based and climate/Ché N '}.

mise some of the benefits we are receiving from nature if appropriatg plag "‘ n'management actions are not set'in place
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This document is an output from a project funded by the UK Department for International Development (DFID) for the benefit of developing countries.
However, the views expressed and information contained in it are not necessarily those of or endorsed by DFID, which can accept no responsibility for
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