
 
In November 2016, following the adoption of the Sustainable 
Development Goals, the European Commission published its 
communication: ‘Next steps for a sustainable European 
future: European action for sustainability’. This briefing 
reflects WWF’s reaction to the communication and puts forward a 
set of preliminary recommendations. 
 
 

WWF welcomes that the communication 
reaffirms the sustainable development 
principles embedded in the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. However, the 
Commission provides little detail on how the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda will work 
in practice beyond business as usual. 
 
Recommendation 1: A concrete 
action plan is urgently needed for 
putting sustainable development at 
the heart of all EU policies and to 
live up to the ambition agreed in the 
2030 Agenda. Clarity must be 
provided on the next steps. 

Although the Commission points to EU 
policies and initiatives under all of the SDGs, it 
fails to identify gaps, inconsistencies, or poor 
implementation of existing policies to deliver 
on the SDGs. Examples of poor 
implementation include the Water Framework 
Directive and Marine Protected Areas. A gap is 
addressing the impacts of EU consumption of 
agricultural and other commodities beyond its 
borders, such as the role of the EU concerning 
deforestation and forest degradation.  
 

Recommendation 2: The EU needs 
to identify areas where further 
action or implementation is needed 
and where sustainable development 
principles need to be further 
integrated and to take concrete steps 
to address these gaps.  



WWF is calling for the new Multi-annual 
Financial Framework to reorient the EU 
budget towards the delivery of the 2030 
Agenda. All expenditures, including the 
Common Agricultural Policy and structural 
funds, must deliver benefits to society as whole 
and the environment. 
 
Recommendation 3: The post-2020 
Multiannual Financial Framework is 
a crucial occasion to ensure the 
alignment of the EU budget with the 
2030 Agenda, to phase out all 
environmentally harmful subsidies 
and shift public spending towards 
sustainable development for the 
benefit of prosperity for all. 
 

The 2030 Agenda will not be achieved by 
governments alone. The EU argues that society 
at large needs to ingrain sustainability as a 
guiding principle in the many choices that each 
citizen, company and civil society organization 
makes every day. Yet so far, awareness about 
the SDGs is verylow among citizens.  
 
Recommendation 5: The EU should 
increase efforts and funding for 
targeted education programmes and 
public campaigns, such as a 
European Year for Sustainable 
Development, to increase public 
awareness and action for the SDGs.  
 

WWF welcomes the initiative of the 
Commission to launch a multi-stakeholder 
platform with a role in the follow-up and 
exchange of best practices on SDG 
implementation across sectors.  
 
Recommendation 4: The scope of 
the multistakholder platform must 
go beyond follow-up and exchanges 
of best practice and allow for a real 
engagement of stakeholders in the 
planning and monitoring of the 
implementation of the SDGs.  
 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development sets out universal goals and 
targets for all countries to reach by 2030. As 
such, WWF regrets that the communication is 
only dealing with the period up to 2020, taking 
a short term view and leaving the period from 
2020 onward and a new long term vision for 
Europe to be addressed later. 
 
Recommendation 6: Sustainability 
requires collaborative and long term 
approaches from all levels of 
governance and all sectors. 
Decisions taken today will have 
implications for many years to 
come. WWF would like to see a joint 
vision and strategy for Europe, for 
people, planet and prosperity and 
based on the values of the 2030 
Agenda.  
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